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Pam Castle — 993 NW Cypress Avenue Corvallis

| have a master’s degree in toxicology and taught college level biology, genetics, chemistry, and organic chemistry for at least 20
years. This job required that | maintain a solid ability to locate and understand scientific literature in a wide variety of topics.

Adjacency
- Adjacency in this context must account for the far-reaching effects of operating a landfill in this location.

- | note the location because of the large amount rainfall CBL receives results in a large amount of leachate produced (tens
of millions of gallons annually) - unless RS is going to build a state-of-the-art treatment plant to remove PFAS,
microplastics, heavy metals, etc. they are not going to alleviate this burden on the community. They will continue hauiing
tens of millions of gallons of leachate to municipal wastewater treatment plants where these dangerous components are
NOT treated or mitigated, they enter the environment via the air, effluent to the Willamette, or via biosolids applied to

agricultural fields.

- The second problem with the rainfall and too much landfilled organic material are difficult-to-capture bursts of landfill
gas which also contains PFAS and the greenhouse gas methane, amongst other things.



- The movement of leachate and landfill gas components off site — sometimes far off site — must confer adjacency to any
location they reach.

- Way down in Corvallis we smell landfill gas — either hydrogen sulfide (or mercaptans, etc.) or solvents (sweet smell -
dichloroethane) or other unidentified volatilized components of landfilled materials. This gives us adjacency.

- Anyone living near a field where Corvallis or Salem WWTP biosolids have been applied has adjacency. Any abutting
property to those also has adjacency — the PFAS, microplastics, etc. do not stay put. They can contaminate wells, surface
water, and groundwater. In addition, biosolids can become airborne carrying these toxic components with them.

- Now that Corvallis has said no more leachate at our municipal WWTP and Salem heading that way, how far afield will
leachate go?

These are the burdens that go unaddressed by the applicant and the staff report. The staff report has always indicated
that the application seems up to snuff but has not brought an expert on board to cast a critical eye on landfill gas and
landfill leachate. We know regulatory agency regulations lag behind science — in this case science that tells us we should
NOT be applying biosolids to fields, underfunded and understaffed, and thus too slow to help keep us safe.

| urge you to expand the term adjacent to include those places bestowed adjacency by virtue of landfill effects. To do
otherwise is incredibly unfair to area residents (and beyond) and irresponsible.

Thank you

There is no morel



Commissioners Malone, Shepherd, and Wyse,

Thank you for hearing this testimony and for serving on this board. My name is Pam Castle and | am a Corvallis resident
living at 993 NW Cypress Avenue. Today | am submitting for the record the people’s testimony with the signatures of

1250 community members who urge you to uphold the planning commission’s careful decision to deny the
application for the expansion of Coffin Butte Landfill. These 250 people recognize the significant environmental
and economic burdens the landfill presents to Benton County, to the Willamette Valley, and to Oregon.

| won't-be reading the testimony letter, but I'll note that the it speaks to the codes that you must use in making your
decision — it is no piece of fluff, it is serious testimony. What | do want to tell you about is how this community
testimony was born, how it grew its own legs, and why that’s important. | think you will find it to be in stark contrast to
some things that occurred leading up to these hearings.

Why a People’s Testimony Letter?

In early September, Ken Eklund and | were out talking trash with folks, as we sometimes do, and were met with a
frequent request — people wanted something to sign. Something that would be sent to you to let you know about their
opposition to expansion. You see, once people understand the problems with this landfill - they want to do something.
But - and this is important - not everyone is able to write testimony or to speak at a hearing. Some feel too
disenchanted and defeated by the process, some don’t feel capable, some can’t attend hearings, some don’t use
computers, the list is probably very long.

Given this, we decided that they were right, a people’s testimony letter really should exist, so Debbie Palmer wrote a
great one.

The Community Reception

| wasn’t entirely sure how the testimony letter would be received in the wild, | kind of envisioned a few people wanting
to sign here and there — maybe a hundred, | wasn’t sure.

When Virginia Scott and | took it on its maiden voyage to a small event on September 14", people were eager to sign

it...often sighing and expressing exasperation that this issue still haunts us. We often heard sentiments like “when will
they take no for an answer?” or “why is this even still up for debate?”

It was at this event that | fully realized the level of disenfranchisement and disillusionment felt by community members.
| had thought that maybe it was just me and those around me who were deeply involved in this issue that felt like
everything was stacked against us. These feelings are caused by many things — a lot of it by the lack of clarity in this
process. There was also a feeling of being intimidated by a multi-billion-dollar company scaring people about their trash
rates and where their trash would go.

The letter Grows Legs

On September 15", my husband showed the testimony letter to some neighbors and got a few signatures when he
went on his morning stroll with the guys. And then something kind of extraordinary began — it started when a
neighborhood couple in their 80s, Les and Diana, asked if they could take it with them to their coffee klatch...and then
to their book club...and then to their exercise class. Although they'd always opposed the expansion, they had not been
involved with this issue before. Something in this letter struck a chord with them — maybe it was partly a feeling of

empowerment that they could do something and partly that comfort that comes with finding people who share your
worries and are doing something about it.



This kind of scenario where community members kept the letter moving and engaged others in discussion about the
issue played out multiple times. Then, in what felt like a wild turn to me, people began to hear about the letter and
were actively looking for it - I'd be somewhere and someone would approach me wanting to let a friend sign it,
shoppers sought it out at the farmers market, and folks at the No Kings event made a beeline straight to our table to
add their signatures.

Every Signature Represents an Important Person

It is easy to focus on the large number of signatures, but there is a real person behind every signature. When | was
numbering the signatures, | found myself remembering particular people of the hundreds I've spoken with over the last
6 weeks. One of those was Elise, a girl of probably 10 years of age. As Elise listened to her mother and | discuss the
issues with leachate going to municipal wastewater treatment plants, she held her hand up to contribute to the
conversation, Her sincere and thoughtful insight about the broader problems with this practice of leachate distribution
was incredible. When her mom signed the letter, Elise asked if she could too and of course she could - we need caring,
well-informed people like her on our team. | ask that you remember Elise when you make your decision, she deserves
commissioners who are as thoughtful as she is.

Grassroots, Baby

What is important to know about all of these signatures is that they are the result of community members engaging
with community members = standing on front porches or sidewalks, sitting in living rooms, meeting up with friends at
cafes or bridge groups. They were not the result of an email campaign, nor a text blitz, and certainly not an online
forum. This is what a grassroots movement is - it is organic, it is often unexpected, it is unscripted, it is authentic, and it
tells you about your community — it tells you that people care.

Wrapping it up

Now that the latest staff report seemingly discounts the vast amount of good, solid evidence against the expansion that
was analyzed by the planning commission in making their thoughtful decision, people feel newly disenchanted. This was
a frustration brought up by people we spoke with on the Saturday. We have a creative, engaged community with
extraordinary expertise in a wide array of topics, yet the evidence they presented appears to be nearly dismissed in
deference to materials provided by the applicant’s paid consultants, which were often easily shown to be demonstrably
deficient.

It is time to make sure that the voices of our community members are heard. On behalf of the 'ZSD people who
signed this testimony, | urge you to use your power of discretion to deny the conditional use permit to expand Coffin
Butte Landfill. People like Elise are counting on you - it is time to put a nail in this coffin.

Thank You,

Pam Castle



1U-24-027 opposition sign-on letter - community collected signatures

Honorable Commissioners Wyse, Malone and Shepherd,

We who have signed below all strongly oppose any expansion of the Coffin Butte tandfill and
urge you to d your Planni m i mous den LU-24-027, Republic
Services' application to expand the Coffin Butte Landfill. The Planning Commission carefully
considered all evidence provided by the applicant, as well as considerable testimony, and
concluded unanimously that the application did not meet the required Burden of Proof.

The proposed expansion will seriously interfere with the character of the surrounding area and
impose an undue burden on public resources, in violation of Benton County Code 53.215 (1)
and {2). The applicant does not adequately address major concerns about:

» Uncontrolled landfill gas leaks contalning methane and PFAS that threaten local and
global ecosystems and community health

¢ Massive quantities of leachate trucked offsite containing PFAS and other toxic industrial
chemicals that end up in our waterways and generate PFAS-laden biosolids which are
spread on fand

» Potential catastrophic fire danger from ignition sources inside and outside the landfill
{after-hours/unmonitored hot loads, equipment fires) (windblown wildfire embers,
lightning strikes) catching uncontrolled methane leaks on fire

o Undue burden on local fire department healith and safety (to fight landfill fires) and

community (to monitor and report fires after hours — even on red flag days)

Traffic Increases that pose safety risks on nearby highways, roads and bike paths

Odor and noise Issues that degrade quality of life for residents and visitors alike

Litter on roadsides, farmers fields, pastures and other private property

Negative impacts on wildiife, recreation, and property values

Long-term climate and environmental consequences for future generations

The proposed expansion also does not align with B8enton County’s 2040 Thriving Communities
initiative core values. The existing landfill already undermines our shared goals for responsible
environmental stewardship, prioritizing public health, and sustainable waste management; an
expanded landfi{l would not change this metric.

We believe Benton County should invast in protecting its reputation for agritourism, outdoor
recreation, clean air and water, high tech and higher education, not expand a landfill that is 2
already a huge visual blight, perpetuates pollution and places a long-term burden on local
communities!

Please reject LU-24-027. Thank you for your consideration and for protecting the health and
future of Benton County.

Sincerely,

(names, addresses and signatures begin on page 2 of this document)

LU-24-027 opposition sign-on letter - community collected signatures poge 1
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L)-24-027 opposition sign-on letter - community collected signatures

Printed name Mailing address, City, State and Zip Code Signature and date
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Brian Lee, lead of the UUFC Climate Action Team, is authorized by the 160ct2025 5/5 UUFC CAT
member response to sign on to the community letter to the Benton County Commissioners
drafted by VNEQS in opposition to LU-24-027.

Organization name: Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Corvallis Climate Action Team

Address: 2945 NW Circle Blvd, Corvallis 97330



	DOC
	DOC000
	DOC001
	DOC002
	DOC003
	DOC004
	DOC005
	DOC006
	DOC007
	DOC008
	DOC009
	DOC010
	DOC011
	DOC012
	DOC013

